
pdfaPilot Desktop 
Entry-level PDF/A support, standalone or inside Acrobat

With pdfaPilot Desktop from callas software it is a snap to check whether your documents 
comply with the PDF/A standard. And if they don’t, callas pdfaPilot contains a wealth of 
tools to bring them in line. Working as a plug-in inside Adobe Acrobat or as a fast standalone 
application, callas pdfaPilot offers the broadest PDF/A support on the market in the easiest 
package. callas pdfaPilot Desktop works on single documents or – using its batch functionality – 
on complete folders at a time.

pdfaPilot Server 
Automation through hot folders, or more closely integrated 

For long-term archival and official submission of documents, PDF/A is rapidly becoming the 
worldwide standard. To create a successful PDF/A solution it is essential the tools rigorously 
follow the standard, provide quick and close integration capabilities and scale with the solution. 
callas pdfaPilot Server from callas software scores on all points: it passed all industry-standard 
compliance tests such as the Isartor suite, offers both hot folder automation support and closer 
integration through a CLI interface and a full SDK and provides full multi-processor support for 
checking and fixing PDF/A files.

Don’t worry. Archive!
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Ensure quality
The quality control (also called preflight) engine in callas pdfaPilot is so good that it was 
licensed by Adobe for use in Adobe Acrobat Pro. On top of that the engine passed industry-
standard compliance tests such as the Isartor suite; created specifically to ensure full 
compliance with the PDF/A standard.

This ensures that all files ending up in your archive or being sent out comply completely with 
the PDF/A standard. And with full support of all parts of the PDF/A standard created by the 
ISO, callas pdfaPilot has all of your workflows covered. 

Be good 
The best way to have good PDF/A files is to properly create them to begin with. For this, callas 
pdfaPilot can automatically convert Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Project, Publisher 
and Visio files into quality PDF files for you. This can be done in an automated way with 
callas pdfaPilot Server or you simply drag them on the document window of callas pdfaPilot 
Desktop and the conversion takes place in the best possible way.

OpenOffice documents are fully supported too and on Mac OS X Pages and Keynote of 
course work as well. Using the integrated Adobe engine, callas pdfaPilot even does quality 
conversion of EPS and PostScript files for you, without requiring Acrobat Distiller to be 
installed.

For additional ease of use, callas pdfaPilot supports full integration in Microsoft SharePoint 
allowing users in such environments immediate support for proper PDF/A creation as well.

Download a free trial now! Try the full version  
of pdfaPilot Desktop or pdfaPilot Server. 

www.callassoftware.com/download

Over the years the importance of PDF/A compliance in PDF based 
long-term archival workflows and in workflows where documents are 
submitted to regulatory agencies such as governments is steadily growing.  
pdfaPilot from callas software flawlessly turns interactive forms and invoices, 
technical documentation, books and any other PDF or Office files you can think  
of into robust, standards-compliant PDF/A documents; checking files against 
the standard and fixing them if they don’t comply.

callas pdfaPilot comes as a server version that provides full hot folder automation 
and a command-line interface, or an SDK version for closer integration. There 
is also a plug-in for Adobe Acrobat and a standalone desktop application that 
doesn’t even need Acrobat to be installed – your choice.

Straight-forward  
PDF/A support



Fix always 
In an archival workflow it is important that you can fix whatever is 
wrong with the PDF files you receive because each and every of those 
files has to end up in a PDF/A compliant way. That is why callas pdfaPilot  
comes with a guaranteed way to make PDF files compliant with the 
PDF/A standard.

If possible the PDF file will be optimized and brought into line with the 
PDF/A standard by optimizing the internal PDF structure. If that fails 
however, files can be converted into images while preserving the text. 
This offers the best of two worlds: those pesky PDF files are converted 
into PDF/A successfully and they remain fully searchable in your archive.

Compare visually
In archive workflows it’s a common occurrence to work with  
different versions of the same file. How do you figure out what exactly is  
different between two files? Also, if you have to change a file (for example to 
make it PDF/A compliant) how can you be sure this process introduced no  
visual changes?

callas pdfaPilot has a visual compare feature that makes this 
incredibly easy by masking out what is the same in both files and  
highlighting any changes in red. In callas pdfaPilot Server the comparisons 
can be automated; this provides a quick way to automatically check if  
different steps in your workflow could have introduced any problems.

Automate to your needs
So what if you have more than just a sporadic PDF file you need 
to work on? There are many ways to use callas pdfaPilot in an 
automated way. It is all up to your requirements:

callas pdfaPilot Desktop already offers a neat batch feature that 
lets you run a quality control profile or a PDF fix-up on a whole 
folder of files - easy to use and quick as lightning.

And if you want to process higher volumes of files or you want 
to free up operators by hands-off automation, callas pdfaPilot 
Server provides just that. The hot folder interface lets you setup 
different watched folders that automatically pick up files and 
process them. 

The engine inside callas pdfaPilot is fully multi-processor 
aware so it takes advantage of all of the speed available in your 
server. Additionally callas pdfaPilot Server has load distribution 
capabilities to enhance performance by using multiple servers.

A command-line interface and a full developer SDK are available 
when closer integration or more fine-grained control is of the 
essence. With their additional availability on many Unix flavors, 
the CLI and SDK allow painless integration in a wide range of 
operating environments.
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Where to go from here?
callas software has an extensive network of local resellers who can demonstrate the solutions, answer specific  
questions and – when it gets to that – help with implementations. To see which resellers are close to you,  
visit the reseller guide on the callas website: www.callassoftware.com/reseller

Often the easiest way to be convinced is to use the Desktop software on your PDF files in your workflow. To that  
purpose fully-functional time-limited versions of callas pdfaPilot Desktop and pdfaPilot Server are available for download  
from the callas website here: www.callassoftware.com/download

System requirements
pdfaPilot Desktop
You have the choice to use callas pdfaPilot Desktop inside Adobe Acrobat Pro 9 or X, or as a standalone  
(without requiring Adobe Acrobat to be installed). 

Windows: Requires Windows XP, Windows Vista or Windows 7.
Mac:  Requires Mac OS X, version 10.5 or newer.

pdfaPilot Server
callas pdaPilot Server runs with its full hot folder interface and has command-line support on Windows and 
Mac. A command-line only version is available on Linux, Solaris and AIX.

Mac:  Requires Mac OS X, version 10.5 or newer.
Windows: Requires Windows 2000 or 2003, Windows XP, Windows Vista, Windows 2008 or Windows 7.
Linux: SuSE Linux 9.3 - Other Linux distributions with gcc-3.3 compatible systemlibs or newer are also supported.
Solaris SPARC: Solaris 9 (Solaris-Sparc v5.9) or newer - Solaris x86: Solaris 10 (Solaris-Intel v5.10) or newer.
AIX: AIX 5.3 (oslevel 5300-07) or newer.

callas software products are distributed by Four Pees ■ Leiekaai 25a ■ B-9000 Gent 
www.fourpees.com ■ tel +32 9 237 10 00 ■ info@fourpees.com

About callas software
callas software was founded in Berlin in 1995 by Olaf Drümmer as PDF began to be used by the print and publishing 
industry. It has been a technology innovator and industry leader in the fields of PDF preflight and production editing 
for more then 15 years. With the standardization of PDF for use in document archival, callas software fortified its 
leadership by full adoption of the PDF/A standards and as a founding member of the PDF/A Competence Center.

From the beginning, callas software’s leadership has been based on rock-solid products. As a result leading  
companies such as Adobe,  Gretag Macbeth, Hewlett Packard, Mitsubishi Paper Mills and Xerox have licensed and 
integrated callas software technology. And callas software uses the most up to date  Adobe technology to ensure 
compatibility with the latest PDF versions and RIPs.

callas software plays an active role in supporting industry standards and participates in the work of DIN, ISO, 
CIP4, the PDFXready initiative, the European Color Initiative and the Ghent PDF Workgroup. callas software  
is also a contributing member in organizations of industry leaders and experts including AIIM, Fogra and VOI.
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